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ERAU teams up with United
Way to give back to community
Priyanka Kumar
Copy Editor
Embry-Riddle is taking
part in giving to the community this season in partnership
with United Way.
The thermometer located at

the side entrance off Richard
Petty, and the main entrance off
Clyde Morris is a representation
of the campaign’s goal to raise
$35,000 or more. According
to Lori Grant, Director or
Resource Development, United
Way is a resource development venue for the community.

“As my boss says, ‘we connect
dots,’” Grant said.
This is not United Way’s first
visit to campus. According to
Grant, the non-profit organization has developed relationships with the school in the
past and has been successful.
“We’ve formed wonderful rela-
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Spring semester
graduation date
change
The Spring semester’s graduation has been moved from
Monday, May 9 to Sunday,
May 15. Due to the Clinical
Virology Symposium which
will be taking place at the Ocean
Center from May 6-11, the first
available date for graduation
was May 15. The graduation is
now set on the Ocean Center
website, but is still subject
to change.

End-of Course
Evaluations
How were your courses
this semester? Did you enjoy
your professors? How can
your courses be improved
to make them better? Now’s
your chance to give feedback
by completing the short survey available through ERNIE.
Provide your comments now
through Dec. 10.

Festival of
Charols
All instrumentalists that are
interested in playing at the
Christmas Festival of Carols,
please contact Chaplain Rust at
rustm@erau.edu. The Christmas
Festival of Carols will be held
Thursday at 7:30 p.m. in the
Interfaith Chapel.

“Cram with
Cookies” at the
Hunt Library

NAME/ORGANIZATION

Representatives from the United Way of Volusia-Flagler Counties were on the
Flight Deck last Tuesday. Lori Grant, second from left, Director of Resource Development,
and Mindy Stephenson, a third-year medical student from FSU, greet students Rajeh Alaklabi,
Nishant Chaudhary, and Aaron Ellis. The United Way campaign continues through Friday.

Hannah Langhorn
Staff Reporter
On Friday night, the TouchN-Go Productions team hosted
yet another successful show;
“Friday Night Laughs”, with
the first ever improv group to
come to Embry-Riddle: Mission
Improvable.
The group that performs dramas that are completely unrehearsed and performed with the
participation of the audience
was a hit that night.
Beginning at the University
of Massachusetts, Mission
Improvable began traveling around the country in the
late 90’s sharing their love for
improv with anyone and all. The
switch up for Touch-N-Go to
feature an improv group instead

of the normal comedy acts was
refreshing and fun, a true experience for all who attended.
Although the night’s performance was given by Mission
Improvable, the audience
became a part of the show with
helping come up with words
and phrases and of course
rooting on the group to
keep their spirits up and the
laughter continuous.
Each show has been significantly unique with different styling of comedy and the way the
comedians express themselves,
and though Mission Improvable
broke the barriers of improv
groups on campus.
For more information on
future events offered on campus, you can visit www.touch-ngo.org or stop by the Touch-NGo office and ask a member.

Immunization
Clinic shots
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cy has been around a long
time since 1941, they are wellrespected, they help those in
need. This is what corporations
do, it’s a good thing to do and
have employers involved with
giving, now it’s the time to
share,” she stated.
Similarly, Grant feels that it
is a challenging time to give but
that it is necessary. “The need
is so great it’s just challenging
times where we need to raise as
much as we can for people who
can’t do it themselves,” Grant
said. She also noted that
United Way does not
want to compete
at this time, but
inspire.
At
the
moment,
United Way
has raised
approximately
a
million dollars up to
date,
and
Embry-Riddle
has raised about
$16,000, with the
deadline shortly approaching on Dec. 10.
The campaign for United
Way is supported by Dr. John
Johnson and the EmbryRiddle administration. This
year’s campaign team is Dr.
Nancee Bailey, Associate
Vice President for Student
Affairs; Dawn Fontaine,
and Sarah Ochs, Director
of Professional Programs,
College of Aviation.. Contact
Student Affairs at 226-4943 for
more information.

Agents engage Christmas Angel Tree
students in act

Join the library on Study Day,
Dec. 10 for “Cram with Cookies.”
Study at the Library starting at
7 p.m. and enjoy snacks and
baked goodies provided by the
Hunt Library staff.

Health Services is giving
the opportunity for students to
recieive their missing immunization shots. The shots will be
given on Tuesday, Dec. 7, from
2 to 6 p.m.
MMR $65.00
Hepatitis B $85.00
Meningitis $125.00
Students with the school health
insurance plan will be reimbursed
later for their immunization.

tionships with Dr. Johnson and
Dr. Bailey so we thought it
would be a good idea to come
again,” Grant said.
The campaign’s goal is to
raise as much money as possible, so that the money can
be distributed by volunteers
to United Way’s 38 partnership agencies such as The Red
Cross and the Children’s Home
Society. First, money is raised
then allocated to agencies with
the help of volunteers.
According to Dawn Fontaine,
Administrative
Specialist in the
Department
of Applied
Av i a t i o n
Sciences,
clubs in
school can
benefit
from the
campaign
if they are
in need of
fulfilling
volunteer
time. “A lot of the
clubs have to do so many
community service hours, I
was trying to promote it yesterday, that if a club needed
service hours they could talk
to reps and help out,” Fontaine
said.
Students, staff, and faculty have the option to donate
money through cash donations,
a one-time donation or a payroll deduction that will help the
organization.
Fontaine shared a few words
about why she feels people
should contribute, “The agen-
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MISSION IMPROVABLE BROUGHT A look to the “Friday
Night Laughs” stage. The improv group, originally from the
University of Massachusetts, performed a completely unrehearsed show while incorporating the ERAU audience.

Ainsley Robson
Campus Editor
Every year
for the past
five years,
the Volunteer
Network
has
been teaming up
with the Salvation
Army to support the Angel
Tree Program.
This national program was developed to provide assistance for disadvantaged children and senior citizens
during the holiday season.
Companies such as JC Penny’s
and local community, such as EmbryRiddle join together to help others during
this holiday season.
According to Zhanna Hrachova, from the Volunteer
Network, the program works like Secret Santa, where
members students, faculty and staff can pick one of the 35
children who were signed up for the program and get them something that they really want or need to make the holidays special.
When an individual receives the child to help they are provided with the
age, sex, child’s name and what they want most for Christmas. Once the gift
is purchased the donor will return the gift, unwrapped,
and angel tag to the Volunteer Network, who in turns
passes the gift on to the local Salvation Army.
From here all gifts are delivered to the deserving families so that the parents can wrap the items special for under the
Christmas Tree.
Currently the Volunteer Network has only a few select children left in
their goal to help 35 children this holiday season.
For those who wish to receive an angel child can visit the Volunteer Network
in the Student Center room 112 or see a representative on the flight deck everyday till
the end of the semester from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
They would like to remind all participants that all gifts for the children are due to the
Volunteer Network by 3 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 10.
Hrachova concluded with “It is a great thing to do, to help a less fortunate family to make
Christmas
happen for their child.
As the Volunteer
Network, we love
doing this every fall
to be a part of something bigger and so
rewarding in a number of ways.”

ERAU
reaches
100,000 Alumni

Eagles end
season with
loss to Loma
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Peter Tan

Staff Reporter

ANTOINE DAUGNY/AVION

THE BROTHERS OF PI Kappa Alpha take lessons on weather emergency procedures for Embry-Riddle, in order to have individuals on campus that are trained to
help the university with any evacuation events due to weather conditions.

Embry-Riddle Alumni
numbers reach 100,000
Ainsley Robson

Campus Editor
Each semester comes to an
end with the senior class graduation. Through the three different campuses here at EmbryRiddle, the number of alumni
the university has gets closer to
the 100,000 milestone.
The 100,000 alumni milestone will be reached with the
graduation that will occur during May 2011.
In celebration of this milestone, the university is revealing a new logo that will mark
this particular milestone.
Also in conjunction with
the 100,000 alumni milestone,
the Embry-Riddle Alumni
Association will start raising
funds next year for a student
scholarship.
According to Michele Berg,
Executive Director of Alumni
Relations, the Atlanta and New
York City alumni chapters each
established endowments and
recently combined their funds
to offer more money to students.
Breg spoke of this, “prompted
by this, the Alumni Association
felt they could assist even
more students by including
the efforts of all chapters and
extending it further to the entire

alumni base.”
Members of the EmbryRiddle community will be able
to see this new logo not only
associated with the new scholarship that is being developed, but
also with different publications
such as graduation programs
next year, the new alumni directory that will be released shortly
and other alumni publications.
At this time the individual who
will become alumni 100,000 is
undetermined, due to the changing of graduating seniors at all
three Embry-Riddle campuses.
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Berg closed with, “The
Alumni Association is very
excited about reaching such
an important milestone and
thought helping students would
be the best way to celebrate this
[100,000 alumni milestone] and
to further grow Embry-Riddle’s
alumni community.”
For
more
information
about this milestone and the
scholarship, one can contact the Alumni Association
on campus located behind
the Library or on the web at
www.eraualumni.org.

Some readers might remember
the episode during season two of
“The Big Bang Theory” where
Howard Wolowitz crashed the
Mars Rover into a ditch and discovered the presence of water.
While that was pure fiction, the
Mars Science Laboratory, also
known as Curiosity, is a NASA
rover out to make that a reality
and discover whether Mars ever
was or is an environment that can
support microbial life.
Scheduled to be launched in
November 2011 with an estimated landing date sometime in
August 2012, the MSL rover will
be over five times as heavy as
the previous rovers, carrying ten
times more weight of scientific
instruments as well.
Costing approximately US$2.3
billion, and with an endurance of
at least 686 Earth days, the 750
kilograms (1,700 pounds) rover
will be delivered via an Atlas V
541 rocket to explore Mars with
greater range than ever before in
human history.
Roughly the size of a MiniCooper, the MSL has independent drive motors for each of its
six wheels that can overcome
obstacles up to 75 centimeter
(30 inch) high. The four wheels
on the ends also have individual
steering motors that allow the

rover to make 360-degree spins
on the spot.
A nuclear battery gives the
rover its incredible endurance,
allowing it to use its ten scientific instruments to examine
the rocks, soil and atmosphere.
A laser will vaporize patches of
rock from a distance, and another
instrument will search for organic
compounds.
Other instruments include mastmounted cameras to study targets
from a distance, arm-mounted
instruments to study targets they
touch, and deck-mounted analytical instruments to determine
the composition of rock and soil
samples acquired with a powdering drill and a scoop.
One of the biggest challenges
is landing the heavy rover onto
the Martian surface safely and
with precision. To achieve this,
NASA has employed a brand
new entry system, abandoning the parachute and airbags
system the previous rovers
have used.
The first stage is a guided entry
where the MSL is protected by
an aeroshell which serves the
triple purpose of being a heat
shield, slowing the velocity of the
entire payload and also guiding
the rover to its intended landing area. Various control systems
such as having the center of mass
off axial, thus providing lift, have
been derived from the Apollo
missions to reduce landing preci-

sion error.
Once the payload has slowed
to Mach 2, a large supersonic
parachute will deploy after the
aeroshell has achieved stability
by ejecting ballast to bring the
center of mass back to the center
of the payload. The 16 meter
(51 feet) parachute is over 50
meter (165 feet) long and can
generate up to 289 kilo Newtons
(65,000 pounds) of drag force in
the Martian atmosphere.
Nearing the surface, the
aeroshell is jettisoned and a platform holding the rover uses rocket thrusters to slow down, similar
in concept to the Apollo Lunar
Lander. While this is happening, the platform unfolds a sky
crane that will lower the rover to
a “soft landing” onto the surface
of mars.
This sky crane system is brand
new and consists of three bridles
that cradle and lower the rover.
After the MSL has ascertained
touchdown, explosive cable cutters free it from the bridle, with
the platform and sky crane flying
away to a crash landing.
With the rover not due for landing until August 2012 and with a
lifespan of almost two years, it
would be quite a while more
before NASA yields any substantial results. When that happens
however, NASA can expect the
whole world to be watching to
see if the possibility of a Martian
colony exists.

Alum
ni

100,000
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

PHOTO CURTESY ALUMNI RELATIONS DEPARTMENT

PHOTO CURTESY NASA

COMPUTERIZED DEPICTION OF THE Mars rover, Curiosity, which is scheduled to be
launched in November 2011 and land on the Martian surface in August 2012. The rover will
be looking for evidence that would allow scientist the ability to evaluate life sustainability.

Army day on campus

Touch-N-Go brings Coffee House act

ALENA THOMPSON/AVION

MONDAY, NOV. 29, TOUCH-N-GO Productions brought in Mike Sullivan, from the
Sirius Radio station Coffee House, who played his music for the audience in the
Student Center during lunch hours.
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AS PART OF ARMY National Guard recruitment efforts on campus, the National
Guard brought their rock wall for students to climb while recieving information about
service in the National Guard.

The Avion, December 7, 2010

Student Government

Page

A3

November ‘Scholar of the Month’ winners
Amy Luckette

COAS Representative
This November there were
six Student Government
Association scholars of the
month, there was one winner
representing the College of Arts
and Sciences, three representing the College of Engineering,
and two representing the
College of Aviation.
All nominees were chosen
by faculty members and recognized for their hard work. The
student winners show commitment to the university’s mission
and the Student Government
Association is proud to support and admire them for
upholding the high standards
of our university.
The College of Arts and
Sciences winner was Farrah
Hassan. She was nominated by
Stephen P. Luxion, Col USAF
AFROTC. Farrah is both honorable and responsible in her
actions and has also proven
to be a well respected student
on campus. She has taken an
active role in leading the Air
Force ROTC volunteer program and exceeded the Cadet
Wing goal of 1000 volunteer
hours nearly six weeks ahead of
schedule! This was never been
done before the Cadet Wing
was under the leadership and

guidance of Farrah Hassan. She
is also easily performing within
the top 15% of her classes.
She is objectively leading by
example and subjectively out
performing nearly all of her
peers. Farrah’s outstanding
achievement records include a
high CGPA in the very difficult Aerospace Engineering
Program. She has also recently completed the AFROTC
Physical Fitness Assessment
and scored an excellent 97/100!
Farrah demonstrates a high
level of motivation and always
accepts leadership opportunities, turns them into personal
challengers, and exceeds everyone’s expectations. Her positive
attitude and work ethic is the
reason she is the most influential people in the detachment;
she is able to influence subordinates and superiors, well
ahead of her peers. She also
was recognized last month as
the Cadet of the month but he
Cadet Wing for her outstanding
dedication and leadership. She
was also nominated for Cadet
Training Assistant, an award
only given to top performers
at Field Training. She is the
best of the best and the Student
Government
Association
is proud to have Farrah as a
member of Embry-Riddle’s
student body.
The first College of Aviation

Scholar of the Month winner
is Margaret David. She was
nominated by Sid McGuirk
from Applied Aviation Sciences
and Air Traffic Management.
Maggie us an Honors student
who maintains a perfect 4.0
cumulative grade point average! She has worked on several
Honors Projects and has been
found to be extremely focused
and well organized. The second
College of Aviation Scholar
of the Month winner is Hilary
Myers. She was nominated by
Stephen P. Luxion, Col, USAF
AFROTC. Hilary is majoring in
Homeland Security and her area
of concentration is Terrorism
Studies. She is taking 16 credit
hours while maintaining a high
CGPA. She is also the team
leader in a semester-long project for Industrial Security.
As team lead she fully secured
a 6-story software company
building, interior, exterior, and
technology. Hilary is part of
the Air Force Reserve Officer
Training Corps (AFROTC) and
as a Cadet she led the flight as
well as arranged flight activities. She has also spent time
recruiting for the AFROTC
and was the Warrior of the
Week and Cadet of the Month
for AFROTC. In addition,
Hilary attended an AFROTC
Professional
Development
Training session in July 2010 in

Ramstein AB, Germany. Hilary
was also inducted into the
National Society of Collegiate
Scholars in October of 2010.
She also is a member of the
Orientation Team and helps welcome new students to the university. Hilary is part of the Rite
of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA) and is in the process
of converting to Catholicism.
Lastly, she has volunteered in
the Heart Walk. Hilary Myers
has a positive attitude and the
internal drive which makes her
stand out both in the classroom
and around campus.
The first College of
Engineering Scholar of the
Month winner is Gursharan
Singh. He was nominated by Dr.
Ilteris Demirkiran. Gursharan’s
current grade point average is
3.86 and has proven himself
to be a very hardworking individual. According to Dr. Ilteris,
he was the best in his EE-335
class. Gursharan was always
prepared for exams and quizzes and completed exceptional
work in a timely manner for any
assignment given to him. He is
a very mature individual and
has a positive attitude. He has
been chosen as a lab Teaching
Assistant for four semesters
and gets good reviews from
students. Gursharan openly
explains difficult topics to many
classes to help his fellow class-

mates understand topics. The
second Scholar of the Month
winner is Yosvany Alonso.
He was nominated by Keith
Garfield. Alonso consistently
demonstrates superior scholarly
attributes. In addition to leading the class cumulative points
earned, Alonso consistently
participates in class discussions
and exercises. He is a model
student in terms of attitude,
behavior, and performance. The
last November Scholar of the
Month winner is Lenny Phillips
and he was nominated by Maj
Mirmirani. Lenny is a graduate
student assistant for the College
of Engineering. Besides being
reliable, knowledgeable, trustworthy, friendly, helpful, and
always filled with suggestions,
Lenny assists Dr. Gurjar in the
Civil Lab and is performing
thesis research with Dr. Fady
Barsoum in conjunction with
the FDOT and the University of
North Florida on simulations of
a bridges behavior under stress.
Lenny received a Student Court
Scholarship and an American
Society of Civil Engineering
Scholarship for involvement in
the ASCE and his academic
achievement. He participated in
regional conferences and community achievements such as
Adopt-a-Road. Lenny was invited and became a member of the
National Society of Collegiate

Scholars and has been on the
Honor Roll and Dean’s List
every year since 2005. As a
member of NSCS, he was nominated to attend the International
Scholar Laureate Program delegation on engineering in China.
While in China, he explored
Chinese engineering projects
and experimented in labs at
various Chinese universities. In
2009, he received the ERAU
Civil Engineering Student of
the Year Award. He was a member of the Senior Class Council
and was appointed as part of
Who’s Who Among Students
in American Universities and
Colleges. According to his
nominator, Lenny has been a
blessing to the COE. He supports and embodies the college
at all our event. He is also
one of the greatest speakers
to students and parents at the
COE Open House and Campus
Tour event. He teaches professors parts of computer programs that they never knew
existed! Congratulations Lenny
for making the lives of the COE
faculty much easier.
The Student Government
would like to thank all those
who participated in the new
Scholar of the Month Program
this semester. We are looking forward to continuing the
program next semester and
in the future.

able book. This has allowed
the identification of the most
seriously needed books. In the
months since its creation, has
provided multiple textbooks
for student use.
Many of these books have
been provided though generous donations from professors, who were contacted by
the library staff. Those books
which professors were not
able to provide, due to lack
of funding or availability, the
SGA has provided. The four
books are: “Heat Transfer”
10th Edition by J.P. Holman,
“Fundamentals of Computer

Graphics” 3rd Edition by
Peter Shirley, “Strategies for
Technical Communication”
2010 Edition by Laura J.
Gurak and “Using Financial
Accounting Information” 7th
Edition by Porter/ Norton.
These four books were selected because of their high rate
of demand and limited availability, as determined by the
library technicians. The SGA
is planning on continuing this
program to help the students of
Embry- Riddle. So, If you are
in the library and one of the
books for your class is not on
the reserve copy shelf, request

that your professor places it on
the reserve copy shelf, or talk
to one of the library technicians about the different ways
that in which your book can
be provided. The SGA would
like to acknowledge the hard
work of the library technicians, and thank them for their
contribution to the success
of the students.
If you have any suggestions
for the “Reserve a Copy” project, please feel free to stop
by the SGA office any time
during the week. Our office is
open Monday through Friday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Tess Doeffinger

Student Government Office to
sign up! The last day to sign up
will be Dec. 10. The following
are the dates and times for the
shuttle:
Dec. 13 – 9 a.m. and 2 p.m.
Dec. 14 – 5 a.m., 9 a.m., and
2 p.m.
Dec. 15 – 5 p.m.
For return rides:
Jan. 10 – 1 p.m. and 5 p.m.
Jan. 11 – 1 p.m., 5 p.m., and
11 p.m.
If there are any questions,
please contact the chair of
the Safe Ride Committee
Logan
Melchionna
at
melchiol@my.erau.edu.

Library’s ‘Reserve a Copy’ Winter shuttle
Ashok Annamalai

COA Representative
The library reserve copy project is a joint endeavor between
the Hunt Memorial Library
and the Embry-Riddle Student
Government Association. The
objective of this project is to
provide those books that are
highly requested, but unavailable, to the library reserve copy
shelf. Since its inception in
early summer 2010, the library
staff members have kept a
running tally of the number
of requests for each unavail-

COE Representative
It is now time to sign up
for the annual Winter Break
shuttle to Orlando. This shuttle will run from the Embry
Riddle campus to Orlando
International Airport.
There is also an opportunity
to get a shuttle back to Embry
Riddle’s campus from the
Orlando airport after the winter break. The fare is 20 dollars
one way or 40 dollars round
trip. If you would like to get a
ride on the shuttle, stop by the

$20 One Way $40 Round Trip

Campus

Orlando

Monday Dec. 13th
@ 9AM & 2PM
Tuesday Dec. 14th
@ 5AM & 9A M & 2PM
Wednesday Dec. 15th
@ 5PM

Orlando

Campus

Monday Jan. 10th
@1PM, 5PM
Tuesday Jan. 11th
@1 PM, 5PM, 11PM

Sign up at the SGA Office.

Contact Logan Melchionna : melchiol@my.erau.edu
Last day to sign up is December 10th!
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Angel Tree
connects

parents &

children
Together
through the
gift of
.
prayer and love.

!!

Donate a gift to be delivered

to children in the

name of their parent.

You can help an angel!
Angel Tree
Project.
Stop by the Volunteer Network
(UC #112) to sponsor a special
child for the Christmas season.
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Trance night delivers hours of entertainment
On Saturday, December
4, DJs from Embry-Riddle,
together with the management
of Bishop Tavern held a highly
successful trance music night
titled “Euphoria”. Many people
came out to enjoy the music and
dance away the stress before
the last push for finals.
The DJs that performed during the night included DJ Nogo
(Jeff Luong), DJ Fretz (Jonathan
Howery), DJ Zero (Ian Gebbie),
DJ Flux (Cris Stephens), DJ
Beatmaddik (Frank Castillo), DJ
New Dynasty (Sean Kelley), DJ
Alex G (Alejandro Gutierrez)
and DJ K-Rice (Kendrick Rice).
Together, they had a total of
eight sets that went from 8 p.m.
all the way to 3 a.m.
The crowd was highly energetic throughout the night
with various people gracing
the dance floor and showing
off their skills. Glowsticking,
shuffling, tecktonik, popping,
and even breakdancing made

appearances as the crowd
cheered the dancers on.
The general sentiment of the
crowd was an appreciation of
having the trance night being a
welcome change from the hiphop and R&B music that most
clubs in Daytona Beach play.
DJ K-Rice said “It’s good that
we were able to pull this off
on our own, to try to introduce
trance music to more people
and I’m glad the crowd loves
it.”
Trance music is a genre of
electronic dance music that is
still very young compared to
other genres of music and is
still somewhat misunderstood
by the majority of the populace. Unfortunately, trance has
at times had the negative connotation of rave parties associated with it, along with alcohol
and drug abuse.
Saying trance music is associated with drug abuse is the
same as saying that hip-hop

or gangsta rap promotes
violence and gang culture. The reality is that
trance music today has
become a staple in many
big city clubs, who have
strict policies against
drugs.
In Europe, trance has
become a huge movement, with world famous
names like Armin van
Buuren, DJ Tiesto, ATB
and Above & Beyond
gracing stages not just
in Europe but throughout
the world.
Overall, the group of
DJs from Embry-Riddle
are out to prove that you
can have a night of good
clean fun with trance
music and that it is just
another genre of music
that people listen to, so
please stay tuned for their
next event.
~Peter Tan

PHOTO COURTESY PETER TAN

Student Forum
“What is your favorite Holiday?”

																		

- Compiled by Alan Larsen

Louis Zell
Sophomore
Aeronautical
Science

Brandon Gill
Sophomore
Aeronautical
Science

Jonathan Rauch
Sophomore
Business
Administration

Jonathan Heckman
Sophomore
Business
Administration

Mark Becker
Sophomore
Aeronautical
Science

Bryan Weisenburger
Sophomore
Aeronautical
Science

“Christmas”

“Christmas”

“Chanukkah”

“Leif Erickson Day“

“4th of July”

“Hanukkah”

BLESSING FOR THE GRADUATES
By Rev. Melynne Rust, ERAU Chaplain

May you be blessed with courage for your journey,
That fear may never keep you from exploring new paths.
May you be blessed with hope,
That you may never give up on yourself or others.
May you be blessed with goodness,
That in you strangers may find a generous friend.
May you be blessed with laughter,
That you may never take yourself too seriously.
May you be blessed with curiosity,
That you may always desire to seek out the mystery of faith.
May you be blessed with gratitude,
That you may see all of life as a gift.
May you be blessed with remembrance of one another and your time together here;
For there is forever a thread woven through your spirit
connecting you with others from this place.
May you be blessed in knowing that you are loved,
And that we who love you are full of joy
As we celebrate your life in our midst
And your dreams to come.
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Seven Eagles ranked in national preseason poll
Five Eagles
ranked in
National poll
Alison Smalling

ERAU Athletics
The Embry-Riddle men’s
tennis team has five players
ranked among the nation’s
top 25 according to the NAIA
Preseason poll released by
the Intercollegiate Tennis
Association on Friday. The
Eagles feature five singles
players and two doubles pairs
in the rankings.
After capturing his first
USTA/ITA Florida Regional
title, junior Charlie Rice has
achieved the highest ranking of
his Embry-Riddle career of No.
6. Rice advanced to the USTA/
ITA National Small College
Championships in Mobile, Ala.
where he finished sixth overall.
Rice finished second in the

Eagle line-up in wins in 200910 with 22 and is currently 9-5
on the year.
Senior Jan Hoekzema closed
out his junior campaign as an
NAIA and ITA first team AllAmerican. He was ranked seventh in the final singles ranking
and will begin spring competition in the same spot according to this year’s preseason
poll. Hoekzema was a perfect
3-0 in conference play to earn
first team All-Conference honors and finished with an even
11-11 singles record and a
24-10 mark in doubles.
Newcomer Simon Felix has
already made his presence felt
in the line-up as he teamed up
with Rice to claim the 2010
USTA/ITA Florida Regional
title. Felix is ranked 13th after
posting a 9-2 record in the fall
that included advancing to the
regional title match in singles
where he took Rice to three
sets.
Junior Peter Francis jumped
two spots to No. 15 after finishing at No. 17 in the final
singles ranking of 2009-10. He

split his playing time between
the second and third singles
positions last season and finished with a 19-12 record. A
2009-10 All-American, Francis
partnered with Istvan Bolgar
in doubles play. The duo
won the ITA/Florida regional
title and finished third at the
ITA Small College National
Championships en route to up
a 25-6 record.
After seeing limited playing
time in 2009-10, sophomore
David Spennare came into his
own in the fall, posting an 8-3
singles record. He is ranked
23rd in the preseason poll.
Rice and Felix are in at No.
4 in the doubles rankings.
They teamed up to take the
USTA/ITA Florida Regional
crown and finished fourth at
the USTA/ITA National Small
College Championship before
closing out the fall at 8-4.
Hoekzema and Francis went
3-1 in their four contests in the
fall and will start the spring
ranked sixth nationally.
The Eagles play their first
match of the season on the road

on Feb. 5 when they travel to
Melbourne to take on Florida
Tech at 1 p.m.

Chen, Strom
top ITA/
NAIA poll

Yi Ching Chen and Josefine
Strom have achieved the highest rankings of any women’s
tennis player in Embry-Riddle
according to the 2010-11
NAIA National Preseason Poll
released by the Intercollegiate
Tennis Association on Friday.
Fresh off their NAIA national
doubles title, Chen and Strom
are rated as the No. 1 doubles
team in the nation, which is a
program first. After posting a
3-1 record at the ERAU Open,
the Eagle tandem swept through
the bracket at the USTA/ITA
Florida Regional to secure the
regional crown and a spot in
the USTA/ITA National Small
College Championships.
Seeded third in the eight-

team field, Chen and Strom
downed Lindsey Wilson’s
Trina Slapeka and Slavic
Millanovic and followed with
a straight-set victory against
Oklahoma Baptist’s Paola
Costa and Lillian Ferreira to
earn a spot in the title match.
The Eagles’ opponent was the
fourth-seeded pair of Kirstin
Strimple and Ashley Litchfield
from Point Loma Nazarene,
who toppled the top-seeded
Auburn Montgomery team in
the semis. The Eagles withstood
a fierce rally from Strimple and
Litchfield in the first set before
pulling away 7-5 and took the
second set 6-3 to claim the
national title.
Chen has also achieved the
highest singles ranking of any
woman who has played tennis
for the Blue and Gold. Chen
topped teammate Roccio Frej
to win the USTA/ITA Regional
singles title. The junior won her
first two matches at the USTA/
ITA National Small College
Championships before closing
out the fall season at 9-2 with a
loss to Point Loma Nazarene’s

Kristin Strimple in the tournament final. Last season, Chen
set an ERAU record for wins
in a single season, finishing at
27-6 overall.
Frej is also ranked among
the nation’s best, coming in
at No. 10. The junior transfer closed out her first fall
with the Eagles with a 6-3
singles record and teamed up
with Landyn Scudder for a 4-2
mark in doubles play. Frej and
Scudder are ranked 18th in the
doubles poll.
Strom rounds out the list
of ERAU women in the preseason rankings, checking in
at No. 41. A second-team AllAmerican in 2009-10, Strom
finished just behind Chen in
wins in 2009-10 with a 25-7
overall ledger. She is 5-2 on the
year in singles and is 10-2 with
Chen in doubles.
The Embry-Riddle women’s
tennis team opens its 2011
schedule on the road on Feb. 5
when the team travels across the
state to take on the University
of Tampa. The match is scheduled to start at 3 p.m.
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PICTURED ABOVE FROM LEFT to right are Charlie Rice, David Spennare, Yi Ching Chen, Peter Francis, Josefine Strom, Jan Hoekzema, and Simon Felix.

Eagle season ends with loss to Point Loma
POINT LOMA
EMBRY-RIDDLE

3
1

Michael Pierce

ERAU Athletics
Despite having three hitters record double-digit kills,
the 11th-seeded Embry-Riddle
women's volleyball team had
their season cut short with a 3-1
defeat (20-25, 25-20, 19-25,
21-25) at the hands of sixthseeded Point Loma Nazarene
on Friday afternoon in the first
round of single-elimination
playoffs at the NAIA National
Championship. The Eagles finish the season with a 33-4
record, while PLNU improves
to 22-12 and will face No. 3
seed Fresno Pacific in the quarterfinals Friday night.
ERAU continued the recent
trend of falling behind early in
the first set, as the Sea Lions
won the first four points of the
match. A service error broke
the string, and the Blue and
Gold stormed back to tie the
set at 4-4 and then take their
first lead at 7-6 on a block
from Jordan Holcomb and
Emily Jacobson. Point Loma

came back to tie it at 10, and
would regain the lead at 12-11
on an attack error. The lead
bounced back and forth for the
next few minutes, with neither
side extending the margin to
more than a single point. That
was until a 4-0 run gave the
Sea Lions a 19-16 edge, only
to see the Eagles rattle off
three consecutive points to tie
it again at 19. With the set tied
at 20, PLNU took the final five
points of the set, including two
service aces from Nicole Eiler,
to win the set, 25-20.
After trading points for the
first eight points of the second set, Embry-Riddle strung
together four straight to take
an 8-4 lead. The Blue and Gold
maintained a multiple-point
advantage until a quick 3-0
burst from the Sea Lions cut
the deficit to just a point (1615). The Eagles wouldn't surrender the lead, however, as
they closed out the set on a 5-1
run keyed by two kills from
Gloria Kemp, taking the second set, 25-20, to tie the match
at one set apiece.
The Eagles struggled with
their passing early in the third
set, quickly falling behind
10-3. The margin continued to
expand, growing to as many as
nine points at 23-14. Despite
the large deficit, the Blue and
Gold didn't give up, rattling off
four straight points to trim the
lead to 23-18. Unfortunately

for the Eagles, they couldn't
come any closer, dropping the
set by a score of 25-19.
The fourth set saw ERAU

win the first two points only to
drop 11 of the next 15 points
to fall behind 11-6. The Blue
and Gold rallied back for a

4-0 spurt that closed the gap
to just one (11-10), and were
able to maintain contact with
the Sea Lions for the next 15
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TAYLOR MARTIN LED THE Eagles with 14 kills in Friday’s loss. The Eagles finish the 2010
season with a 33-4 record and a perfect 12-0 mark in the Sun Conference Play.

points. A 3-0 run gave Point
Loma a bit of breathing room
at 21-17, and the closest the
Eagles would get from then on
was two points (22-20), as the
Sea Lions went on to take the
set, 25-21, and the match, 3-1.
Taylor Martin led the Eagles
with 14 kills and two blocks,
while Kemp chipped in with
10 kills and four blocks. Abby
Hall added 12 kills and nine
digs, while Julia Frassetto
contributed nine digs. Nina
Kontrec anchored the defense
with 23 digs, and Adriana
Vazquez racked up a matchhigh 40 assists.
Tabitha Henken recorded a
match-high 20 kills along with
12 digs for the Sea Lions.
Maddie Dahms added 13 kills
and Nicole Eiler tallied 21
digs.
The Eagles finish the 2010
season with a 33-4 record and
a perfect 12-0 mark in Sun
Conference Play. The Blue
and Gold captured their third
consecutive Sun Conference
regular season championship,
as well as The Sun Conference
tournament championship.
Embry-Riddle made their firstever appearance in the NAIA
National Championship, picking up a win over Union (Ky.)
in the Opening Round and
wins over Southern Oregon
and Briar Cliff (Iowa) in
pool play at the National
Championship final site.

Eagles volleyball team falls to the Lady Flames
LEE UNIVERSITY
EMBRY-RIDDLE

3
1

Michael Pierce

ERAU Athletics
The 12th-ranked EmbryRiddle women’s volleyball
team lost for just the third
time on Thursday night, and
for the second time their defeat
came at the hands of No. 1
Lee (Tenn.). The Lady Flames

swept the Eagles back on Oct.
15 at the SCAD Invitational,
and on Thursday night Lee
defeated ERAU in four sets
(18-25, 20-25, 25-23, 20-25)
to win Pool A at the NAIA
National
Championship.
Despite the loss, the Blue and
Gold earned the No. 2 position in Pool A, advancing to
tomorrow’s single-elimination
playoff bracket as the No. 11
seed and a first-round match
against sixth-seeded Point
Loma Nazarene at 12:30 p.m.
CST.
Just as they did in their previous two pool play matches, the
Eagles found themselves falling behind quickly in the first
set, forcing head coach Joslynn

Gallop to take a timeout with
her team trailing 7-2. After the
break, Embry-Riddle got on a
bit of a roll, closing the gap
to 8-7 on a Nina Kontrec service ace. But the Lady Flames
answered back to regain a fivepoint lead at 17-12, prompting Gallop to take her second
timeout of the set. This time the
Eagles weren’t able to close the
gap, and Lee would go on to
take the first set, 25-18.
The Blue and Gold turned the
tables on LU in the second set,
jumping out to a 7-3 lead on a
kill from Jordan Holcomb. But
a 5-1 Lee run quickly erased
the deficit, knotting things up
at 8-8. A few minutes later, the
Lady Flames rattled off four

straight points to take a 15-13
lead, their first lead of the set.
After an Embry-Riddle timeout,
the Eagles put together a short
run, regaining the lead at 17-16
on a block from Holcomb and
Emily Jacobson. But the lead
would be short-lived, as Lee
closed out the set on a 9-3 run to
take the second set, 25-20, and
gain a 2-0 lead in the match.
With their backs against the
wall, ERAU came out in the
third set with an increased sense
of urgency, opening up a 6-2 lead
in the early going. The Eagles
maintained that lead until a 5-1
LU run tied the set at 12. The
two teams then alternated sideouts to 15, when Lee broke the
trend by winning two points on

their own serve, taking a 17-15
lead and prompting an EmbryRiddle timeout. The Eagles
turned things around coming
out of the timeout, using a 6-1
run keyed by two kills from
Abby Hall to take a 21-18 lead
and force Lee to take a timeout.
The Lady Flames battled back
to tie things at 21 and even take
a lead at 23-22. But a Holcomb
kill quickly tied the set at 23,
and a Holcomb-Jacobson block
gave ERAU their first set point
of the night. On the next point,
Rachael Cunningham’s attack
sailed wide, giving the point
and the set to the Eagles, 25-23,
sending the match to a fourth
set.
Embry-Riddle continued to

build on the momentum of the
third set win, jumping out to
a 10-5 lead in the fourth. But
the Eagles just couldn’t quite
pull away from Lee, and the
Lady Flames would draw even
at 13-all. From that point, a
pair of Hall kills sparked a 4-0
ERAU run, giving the Eagles a
comfortable 17-13 lead. After a
Lee timeout, the Lady Flames
quickly rallied, winning six of
the next seven points to take
a 19-18 lead, causing EmbryRiddle to take a timeout of
their own. Unfortunately for
the Eagles, the break in action
wasn’t enough to stifle Lee, and
the Lady Flames finished the
match on a 12-3 run, taking the
set, 25-20, and the match, 3-1.
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Basketball receives first conference win
EMBRY-RIDDLE
SOUTHEASTERN

79
65

Alison Smalling

ERAU Athletics
The 2010-11 conference slate
for the Embry-Riddle men’s basketball began earlier than in years
past, as the Eagles opened play
in The Sun Conference against
Southeastern on Saturday. ERAU
downed the Fire 79-65 to notch it
first conference win of the season and improved to 9-1 overall.
Senior David Butler took over
as the Eagles’ all-time block
leader with his four blocks on
the night. Butler accomplished
that feat in only his second season wearing the Blue and Gold,
moving to 160 career blocks.
The Eagles shot the ball well
from the field, connecting on
54.5 percent of their attempts,
including a 60 percent clip in

the first half. Butler, who finished with nine rebounds, led
all players with 21 points on
8-of-14 shooting from the field.
Ray Graham totaled 14 points,
followed by Jarod Leonard with
13, including a 3-for-6 performance from beyond the arc.
Blake Touchard rounded out the
Eagle players in double figures
with 12 to go with a game-high
five assists.
The Eagles got off to a strong
start, outscoring the Fire 16-8 in
the first six minutes, prompting
Southeastern head coach John
Dunlap to call a timeout. His
attempt to rally his team was
effective for the first few possessions as the Fire was able to
cut the lead to four, but Leonard
hit two of his long-range jumpers in a two-minute span to help
the Eagles increase the lead to
13 points (28-15). ERAU led by
as many as 16 in the first half
before going into the break with
a 13-point advantage (38-25).
Back-to-back jumpers by
Nathan Marshall to start the
second half enlivened the
Southeastern crowd and appeared
to give the Fire new life. But the
Eagles maintained their com-

posure and a 14-4 run helped
the visitors increase the scoring
margin to 24 points (60-34) with
11:01 left to play.
Embry-Riddle seemed to have
the game firmly in hand, but
towards the end of regulation,
the Fire was able to take advantage of Eagle miscues and struggles at the free throw line to chip
away at the lead and managed to
shave 10 points off their deficit to
make the score 73-61 with 1:41
remaining. Southeastern was not
able to get any closer, however,
as the Eagles got baskets from
Leonard, Graham and Brandon
Caputo in the last minute and a
half of play to seal the win.
Malcolm Pollock matched
Butler’s efforts on the boards
with nine rebounds of his own
and was the leading scorer for
Southeastern, who fell to 7-4 on
the year and 1-1 in league play.
Saturday’s game was the
last before the Christmas break
for the Eagles who return to
action on Dec. 28-29 with two
games in the Land of Magic
Classic. ERAU will host Pen
State-Behrend on Dec. 28 and
follow with a game against
Berry on Dec. 29.

IN THEIR FIRST CONFERENCE game of the season the Embry-Riddle Basketball team
started off strong taking the lead early and eventually took the win. David Butler lead the
Eagles with 21 points and nine rebounds, followed by Ray Graham with 14 points.

Wednesday night at the ICI
Center. Butler led all scorers
with 16 points and was top on
the boards with 13 rebounds.
The last time Edward Waters
and Embry-Riddle met on the
basketball court was on Feb. 9,
2010 when the Tigers held off
the Eagles for a 79-75 overtime
win. Wednesday’s contest was
a more lopsided affair as the
Eagles moved ahead on the
first possession of the game
and never relinquished the lead
on the way to the 26-point
win.
A one-point edge at the
12:45 mark quickly ballooned
to a 16-point advantage for the
Eagles who used a 21-6 run
over a five-minute stretch to

widen the gap. After shooting
48.5 percent from the field in
the first half, the Eagles led
48-30 at the intermission, led
by 12 points on 6-of-8 shooting
from Blake Touchard.
The Tigers’ cause was also
hurt by three technical fouls
called against them in the first
20 minutes. Although the Eagles
shot just 55 percent (11-20)
from the free throw line in the
first frame, they still made 18
more trips to the charity stripe
than the Tigers who converted
on both of their opportunities.
Embry-Riddle’s defense prevented the Tigers from getting
anything going on offense to
start the second period. The
Eagles, who had eight blocks

in the contest, including five
by Will Benjamin, held the
Tigers scoreless in the first six
minutes, outscoring the visitors
12-0. The Blue and Gold managed to build the lead up to 34
before ending the night with
their eighth double-digit win of
the season.
The Eagles had five players in double figures, including
Butler, and Touchard and Josh
Seidel, who had 15 points each.
Jarod Leonard came off the
bench to add 12 points and Ray
Graham finished with 11 points
and eight rebounds.
The Eagles close out
their fall home stand at
8-1, while the Tigers fall to
1-6 on the year.
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Eagles top the Cougars
EMBRY-RIDDLE
EDWARD WATERS

87
60

Alison Smalling

ERAU Athletics
Senior David Butler turned in
his fourth double-double performance of the season to lead
the fifth-ranked Embry-Riddle
men’s basketball team to an
87-61 victory over former Sun
Conference foe Edward Waters,

Eagles sweep Southern Oregon
EMBRY-RIDDLE
3
SOUTHERN OREGON 0
Michael Pierce

ERAU Athletics
The 12th-ranked EmbryRiddle women’s volleyball team opened pool play
at the 2010 NAIA National
Championship with a hardfought 3-0 sweep (26-24,
25-22, 25-23) of No. 14
Southern Oregon. Abby Hall
led the way with 19 kills while
Nina Kontrec anchored the
defense with 20 digs.
Playing
in
the
program’s first-ever National

Championship match, the
Eagles dug themselves an early
hole, falling behind 7-3 in the
first set. Back-to-back kills
from Emily Jacobson pulled
ERAU to within one at 13-12,
and a block from Jacobson
and Taylor Martin brought the
Eagles even with the Raiders
at 15-15. Jordan Holcomb’s
service ace gave the Blue and
Gold their first lead of the
match at 17-16, but it would
be short-lived, as Southern
Oregon rallied back to take a
21-18 lead. After an ERAU
timeout, the Eagles strung
together four straight points
to regain the lead, 22-21. The
teams then traded sideouts for
the next six points until Gloria
Kemp put down a kill to finish the set at 26-24 in favor of
Embry-Riddle.
The Eagles again found
themselves behind in the
early stages of the second set,

though the deficit was never
more than two points until the
Raiders went on a 3-0 run to
take a 19-16 lead. After ERAU
head coach Joslynn Gallop
called for a timeout, her team
rallied to win eight of the next
10 points, taking a commanding 24-21 lead. Two points
later, Hall ended the set with a
kill, giving ERAU a 25-22 win
and a 2-0 lead in the match.
In the third set, the Blue and
Gold were able to gain the
advantage much earlier than
they had in the previous two
sets, using a 4-0 run to take
a 7-4 lead in the early going.
The Eagles maintained a slight
edge until a 4-0 SOU run put
the Raiders in front, 17-16.
ERAU responded with three
consecutive points to regain
the lead, 19-17. Southern
Oregon fought back to tie
things at 22, but a kill from
Hall followed by a block from

Holcomb and Jacobson put the
Eagles in position to take the
match. Two points later, Hall
finished off the Raiders with
her 19th kill, clinching the set
at 25-23 and giving the Eagles
their 24th 3-0 sweep of the
season.
Hall led all players with 19
kills to go along with nine
digs and three blocks, while
Jacobson added nine kills and
six blocks. Holcomb chipped
in with eight kills and Martin
added seven kills. Adriana
Vazquez ran the offense with
43 assists as the Eagles hit .258
for the match. Defensively,
Kontrec recorded a match-high
20 digs while Julia Frassetto
added 12 digs.
Sarah Holgen paced the
Raiders with 16 kills while
Megan Bartling added 10 kills.
Leanne Stennett registered a
team-high 18 digs and Becky
Johnstone tallied 17 digs.

Eagles into
the playoffs
EMBRY-RIDDLE
BRIAR CLIFF		

3
0

Michael Pierce

ERAU Athletics
Led by double-digit kills
from Abby Hall (11) and Jordan
Holcomb (10), the 12th-ranked
Embry-Riddle women’s volleyball team improved to
2-0 in pool play at the NAIA
National Championship with
a 3-0 sweep (25-17, 25-22,
25-12) of Briar Cliff (Iowa).
The Eagles’ win coupled with
Southern Oregon’s loss to Lee
(Tenn.) guarantees the Blue
and Gold a spot in Friday’s
single-elimination
playoff
bracket.
Embry-Riddle got off to a
strong start, taking five of the
first six points to force BCU to
call an early timeout. The break
in action didn’t break ERAU’s
momentum, as the Eagles
pulled away to a 13-3 lead.
The Blue and Gold maintained
a double-digit lead throughout most of the set until the
Chargers went on a short 4-0
run to pull within seven points
at 20-13. Briar Cliff would get
no closer, as the Eagles closed
out the set with a 25-17 win.
In the second set, the Blue and
Gold found themselves behind
early, trailing 7-3 before head
coach Joslynn Gallop took a
timeout to settle things down.

Coming out of the timeout the
Eagles battled back to tie the
set at 10. Embry-Riddle continued to push, taking the lead
on a block from Hall and Emily
Jacobson, and then extending
the lead to five (18-13) on
back-to-back service aces from
Hall. ERAU continued to hold
a comfortable lead until a 4-0
BCU run trimmed the deficit
to just two points at 24-22. But
after a quick Embry-Riddle
timeout, the Blue and Gold
won the next point on a kill
from Jacobson to take the second set, 25-22.
The third set started much
in the same way as the first
set, with ERAU jumping out
to leads of 5-1 and 8-3. A kill
from Gloria Kemp ballooned
the lead to 13-5, and backto-back blocks from Hall and
Jacobson increased the margin
to 20-10. The Eagles finished
the match on a 5-0 run keyed
by two Holcomb kills and two
blocks from Jacobson and
Taylor Martin.
Hall led all players with 11
kills in addition to picking up
seven digs, three blocks and
two service aces. Holcomb
added 10 kills, seven digs
and three blocks (one solo).
Adriana Vazquez racked up a
match-high 30 assists to go
along with eight digs. Nina
Kontrec led the way defensively with 17 digs, while Julia
Frassetto chipped in with nine
digs.
Chehala Pace led the
Chargers with seven kills while
Sarah Wieseler added six kills.
Erin Frank recorded a doubledouble with 23 assists and 11
digs, both team-highs.

NCAA D-1 FOOTBALL
WEEK 14 SCORES
(1) Oregon		
(2) Auburn		
(3) T-C-U		
(4) BOISE STATE
(5) L-S-U			
(6) Stanford		
(7) Wisconsin		
(8) Ohio State		
(9) Oklahoma State
(10) Michigan State
(11) Alabama 		
(12) Arkansas
(13) Oklahoma		
(14) Missouri		
(15) Nebraska		
(16) Virginia Tech
(17) Texas A&M		
(18) South Carolina		
(19) NEVADA
(20) UTAH			
(21) Arizona			
(22) Florida State
(23) North Carolina State
(24) Iowa
		
(25) Mississippi State

37
Oregon State		
56 (18) South Carolina		
OFF WEEK
50
Utah State		
Off week
Off week
Off week
Off week
Off week
Off week
Off week
Off week
Off week
Off week
Off week
44 (22) Florida State		
OFF WEEK
17 (2) AUBURN		
35
Louisiana Tech		
OFF WEEK
29
ARIZONA STATE
33 (16) VIRGINIA TECH
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK

WEEK 15 SCHEDULE
20
17
14

33
56
17
30
44

(1) Oregon		
(2) Auburn		
(3) T-C-U		
(4) Boise State
(5) L-S-U		
(6) Stanford		
(7) Wisconsin
(8) Ohio State
(9) Oklahoma St.
(10) Michigan St.
(11) Alabama		
(12) Arkansas
(13) Oklahoma
(14) Missouri		
(15) Nebraska
(16) Virginia Tech
(17) Texas A&M
(18) South Carolina
(19) Nevada		
(20) Utah
(21) Arizona		
(22) Florida State
(23) North Carolina
(24) Iowa		
(25) Mississippi St.

OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
OFF WEEK
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All singing, all dancing

Burlesque

Ainsley Robson

Campus Editor
Over Thanksgiving weekend
the movie Burlesque opened in

theaters. This movie takes two
giants in the Music Industry
and places them on the screen
in this musical.
Cher plays the part of Tess
the owner and former dancer at the Burlesque Lounge.
Currently, Tess is struggling to
keep her theater open, but she
has no money and no headliner
to draw the crowd in. On top
of that she has a businessman, played by Eric Dane,
who wants to buy the property
and is working hard to complete this.
Ali, Christina Aguilera,
on the other hand is a smalltown girl in Los Angels who
is just trying to make her
way and dreams of dancing.
While she is wondering the
city looking for a job Ali comes
across the Burlesque Lounge
and falls in love with the idea
of dancing there, but first she

needs to get hired. After not
being given the chance to audition to be a dancer, Ali works
her way to be a waitress at the
lounge.
Eventually,
Ali
gets
her chance to show that
she can dance, but then
surprises everyone that she
can also sing. Soon Ali finds
herself the center of an all new
show, but also in the middle of
a interesting love triangle with
all of the new attention that she
is getting.
The movie captures the
esence of the orginal concept of what burlesque
is all about. This once popular type of adult entertaiment
shows it origins of the music
halls of the 19th century in
the small theater that Tess
owns. The movie includes the
classic song ‘Dimonds are
a Girls Best Friend.’ that was

made popular to the general
american by Marilyn Monroe
The music from the movie
includes classic burlesque
songs that includes many of the
ones that were made famous
by May West in the 1930’s, the
movie also contains a couple
of songs from Cher herself and
many from Christina Aguilara.
Fans of musicals will enjoy
this movie. The performaces
did not disappoint in the songs
or in the dancing. For the guys,
too will find something to enjoy
as well. With this I would have
to say that this movie makes
date night at the movies perfect for both genders.
I give Burlesque four and
a half airplanes out of five.
The plot of the story was not
the strongest element of the
movie, but the music, dancing,
and cinematography makes it a
worth while movie to see.
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BURLESQUE IS THE ALL singing, all dancing audio visual
smorgasbord of the season, featuring original and adapted
performances by Cher and Christina Aguilera.

The musical Norwegian minimalist
Dreams
Whitest Boy Alive

Peter Tan

Staff Reporter
While the name of the artist might seem strange at
first, once you know that this
band is the most recent side
project of Norwegian musician Erlend Øye, everything
makes a little more sense.

Critically acclaimed as one
half of the duo that is Kings
of Convenience, Øye returns
with his same restrained voice
but against the backdrop of a
very different sound.
Fans of Kings of Convenience
will definitely be able to pick
out similarities between the
two bands, most notably the
voice of Øye. However where
the former focuses a lot more
on acoustic guitar sets and the
duality of voices, The Whitest
Boy Alive has more drums,
electronic effects and solo
vocals from Øye.
The Whitest Boy Alive is a
blend of Indie Pop, Electronic
with a tiny pinch of Bossa
Nova thrown into the mix,
playing music that would not
be out of place in a wine bar,
hotel bars or a coffee house.
Restrained vocals, detached
melodies and the occasional
piano bridge, create a unique
sound.
Of note is Øye’s masterful
placement of silence. Where
many acts nowadays throw
an overwhelming audio bar-

PHOTO COURTESY WHITESTBOYALIVE.COM

THE WHITEST BOY ALIVE, the side project of Norwegian
Erlend Øye released their first album “Dreams” in 2006 and
most recently released their second album “Rules.”

rage at the listener, Øye is
one of the few groups out
there who interject their music
with lulls and breaks, leaving the listener with a sort of
“aftersound”, the aural version
of aftertaste.
The
opening
track
“Burning” starts out with a
foot-tapping guitar intro
backed by a solid bass line and
a
carefully
measured
drum
rhythm.
Something that stands out
throughout the rest of the
album is just how tight the
band is overall. The drum beat
might as well be a metronome
and it is this clinical cleanness
that is both a strength and
weakness.
The tightness and precision timing of the sound
means that the various instruments complement each other
very well and supplement the vocals beautifully.
However this also means that
the music feels a little too
cold and leaves the tracks
lacking personality. The
songs are nice but lack that

“whoa, what song is this?”
moment that gets you scrambling for the case to find out
what song is playing.
The
introduction
of
“Inflation” sounds exactly
like the main riff of “Message
in a Bottle” by The Police
before going off into a
realm where you will never
find The Police. The ninth
track “Golden Cage” has a
real chill-out, almost melancholic feel to it. The lyrics also induce that feeling
of melancholy even more, with
words such as “So of course I
miss you and miss you bad.”
Overall, the album is
a fairly decent listen and
makes for some excellent
background
music,
but there lie the flaw.
The tracks are easily forgettable and background
music is easily tuned out
by the listener if he/she is up
to something else. It is still a
good album that could easily be
Kings of Convenience
remixed for electronic dance
and worth trying out.
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HOUSING/
ROOMMATES
3 Bedroom/Bath Home/ 2
minutes away from EmbryRiddle University. Remodeled
recently. Has central Heat &
air - Includes stove, washer,
dryer & refrigerator. On a cul
de sac quiet and pleasant neighborhood. Large deck, beautiful
yard. $825.00 Month. 386-4414288

JOB TRAINING

Back to School. Earn
Big Bucks! Excellent Full/
Part Time Job Placement!
LEARN BARTENDING. Call
:386.673.6477, come to 1132
W. Granda Blvd. or visit www.
bartendersplus.com

Why fly M.C. Flyers? Better
Question: Why AREN’T you?
Operated by ERAU Alumni and
Team for 20 yrs. Customers
tell us we have all the others
beat. Go to www.mcflyers.com
or call 386-767-9464

MISCELLANEOUS

ATTENTION:
STUDENTS

FOREIGN

Get the “GREEN CARD”
NO INVESTMENTS!
NO SPONSOR!
CALL
FOR
MORE
INFORMATION: AMERICAN
IMMIGRATION SERVICES
(386)586-6985
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Mystery
strength
Sudoku!
Can you solve
them all?

D
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Crossword

Sudoku
Easy

Medium

Hard

There were no winners of last weeks crossword
puzzle contest. Previous winners can stop The
Avion office after Tuesday to claim their prizes if
they haven’t already done so.
Before Next Issue:
Enter The Avion crossword contest!
Submit your completed crossword to The Avion
office in SC 110 before Friday, Dec. 10, at 5 p.m. to
be considered.
Only students can enter, please bring the
completed crossword and your Student ID.

